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OPNAV INSTRUCTION 6410.1

From: Chief of Naval Operations
Subj: UTILIZATION OF NAVAIL FLIGHT SURGEONS

Ref: (a) United States Naval Flight Surgeon's Manual, 3rd
Bdition (1991)
(b) United States Naval Flight Surgeon Aircraft Mishap

Investigation Pocket Reference, 3rd Edition (i1990)
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1. rpose. To provide policy and criteria governing the
utilization of Naval Flight Surgeons and to promote
standardization of the Department of the Navy implementation of
these policies and criteria in order to furnish the highest
possible level of military readiness, safety, and clinical care.

2. General. The need for specialized medical support to endorse
a viable aviation safety program has been acknowledged by both
Naval Medicine and the aviation community. Recognizing this need
for specialized medical support, the Flight Surgeon’s role was
established to ensure the highest possible level of health and

safety for aviation squadrons. Flight Surgeons practice

aviation experience to mishap investigations, aviator evaluation
boards, flight surgeon boards, and aeromedical teaching. Through
optimum utilization of the Flight Surgecn, the highest level of
success can be achieved in the aviation safety program.

3. Policy. Flight Surgeons can most effectively fulfill their
responsibility of preventing accidents and improving military
readiness through frequent, close personal observation of the
unit personnel in the unit work environment. To this end, the
Navy policies with respect to utilization of Naval Flight
Surgeons are as follows:

a. Primary administrative control remains with the command
tc which the Flight Surgeon is assigned, with duties assigned by
the commanding officer.




b. Flight Su ons shall spend 50 percent of their reg
duty time dlrectlv enqaaed in aeromedical activities in the
work area, i.e., squadron spaces. References (a) and (b)
establish specific duties and responsibilities for Flight

Surgeons.
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c. Delineation of exact time allocation, duties, chain of
command, etc., should be established by written memoranda
(Memoranda of Understanding) between the officer in charge or

commanding officer of the Medical Treatment Facility (MTF) and
the commanding officer of the squadron to which the Flight
Surgeon is assigned.

d. While employved in the MTF, the Flight Surgeon should be
assigned to the Av iacign Medicine Department and be primarily

responsible for aviation sick call and aviation physicals. The
Flight Surgeon should have the opportunity to treat personnel of
the parent command whenever possible.

4. Action. Implementation of the requirements of this
instruction demands discriminating judgment on the part of all
officers of the Navy and Marine Corps associated with Naval
Flight Surgeons. All Naval Aviation personnel and MTF shall
familiarize themselves with this instruction. Full compliance
with both the letter and spirit of the guidelines delineated
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DENNIS V. McGINN
Director, Air Warfare

Distribution:
SNDL A6 (Commandant of the Marine Corps)
21a {Fleet Commanders in Chief)
22A (Fleet Commanders)
23 (Force Commanders)
(

Air Force Commander LANT)
2472 (Air Force Commander PAC)
244371 (Marine Corps Forces LANT)
2432 (Marine Forces PAC)
26A (Amphibious Group)

26F (Operational Test and Evaluation Force)
26H (Fleet Training Group and Detachment)
27G (Support Force Antarctica)
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Distribution (continued)

SNDL 28A (Carrier Group)
28B (Cruiser-Destroyer Group)
28C (Surface Group and Force Representative)
28D (Destroyer Sgquadron)
2837 (Combat Logistics Group and Detachment)
28L (Amphibious Squadron)
293 (Guided Missile Cruiser) (CG) (CGN)
29R (Aircraft Carrier) (CV) (CVN)
29E (Destroyer) (DD) 963 Class))
29F (Guided Missile Destroyer) (DDG)
29AA (Guided Missile Frigate) (FFG 7)
31A (Amphibious Command ship) (LCC)
31G (Amphibious Transport Dock) (LPD)
31H (Amphlblous Assault Ship) (LHA) (LPH)
31I (Dock Landing Ship) (LSD)
32A (uescféYéL Tender) (AD)
32C {Ammunition Ship) (AE)
32H (Fast Combat Support Ship) (AOE)
32KK (Miscellaneous Command Ship) (AGF)
41B (Area Commander, MSC) (COMASCPAC only)
42 (Av1atlon)

4521 (Fleet Marine Force Atlantic and Pacific)
4572 (Marine Expeditionary Force)

45B (Marine Division)

46 (Fleet Marine Force Aviation)

50 (Unified and Specified Commands)
FA6 (Air Station LANT)

FA7 (Statiﬁ"l L.AI\l.l.)

FAZ3 {(Naval Facility LANT)

FA30 (Weapons Training Facility LANT)

FAa47 (NAVHOSP (Portsmouth, VA only)
FA49 (Medical Clinic LANT)

FB6 (Air Facility PAC)

FB7 (Air Station PAC)

FB34 (Fleet Activities)

FB438 (Support Facility PAC)

FB58 (Hospltal/mealcax Center PAC) (Ckinawa only)
FB60 (Medical Climic PAC)

FC4d (air Facility EUR) (United Kingdom)

FC7 (Station EUR)

FC1l1 (Security Force Company Marine Corps, EUR)
FC14 (Air Station EUR)
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SNDL FC16 (Medical Clinic EUR)

FC1l7 (Hospital EUR)

FF18 (Tactical bupport Activity)

FF72 {(Medical Clinic Naval Academy)

FH1 (Medicine and Surgery)
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FKR6A (Air Warfare Center Aircraft and Training Systems
Division) (Warminster, Patuxent River, Indianapol
Trenton, only)

FKR6B (Air Warfare Center Weapons Division) (China Lake)

FKR6C (Air Weapons Statlon (Point Mugu)

FR3 (Air Station)

FR4 (Alr Facility NAVAIRESFOR)

FRS (Air Reserve)

FT1 (Chief of Naval Education and Training)

FT10 (Aviation Schools Command)

FT90 (Training Air Wing)

FTI91 (Training Squadron)

FT108 (Hospital Medical Center PAC)
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FW4 (Medical Clinic NDW)

Copy to:

SNDL C25A OPNAV Support Activity Detachment,
OPNAV (N7, N8, N88, N889, N889J, (5 copies))

SECNAV/OPNAV Directives Control Office
Washington Navy Yard, Building 200
901 M Street SE

(50 copies)
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Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-0788

Stocked: 100 copies
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